MACSAC

Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition
PO Box 7814, Madison, WI 53707-7814
Phone: 608-226-0300 Fax: 608.267.7314
e-mail: info@macsac.org web: www.macsac.org

September 15, 2007

Dear Madison Area Grower,

We're writing to invite you to participate in the MACSAC community; a vibrant, growing network of
family farms working to create a sustainable and just local food system. For more than 15 years
MACSAC has built a base of informed and active eaters by educating the public about the benefits of
sustainably produced foods and strengthening and supporting community supported farms
throughout Southern Wisconsin.

We invite any grower, including non-CSA farms and farms producing non-vegetable items to
join the MACSAC community by simply filling out our enclosed application and sending along
contact information including farm name, address, phone number and email to the address
above.

As a MACSAC farm, you enjoy the many benefits of being part of grower network including:
promotional opportunities to link people to your farm through our innovative Partner Shares and
Health Insurance rebate programs, monthly mailings, newsletters, invitations to participate in grower
events and mentorship programs, farm tours, and the general membership meeting. All farms in the
MACSAC community are encouraged to attend this year's general membership meeting
scheduled for Saturday, November 10.

Enclosed you® find information about how you can get involved, including information for new
growers interested in being formally endorsed by our coalition. You'll also find a sheet of resources
for promoting your farm or CSA, a MACSAC application, a copy of the 2007 farm list, information
about the Partner Shares Program (a fund that subsidizes CSA memberships for low-income
households), and the Physicians Plus Eat Healthy Rebate. CSA growers wishing to be formally
endorsed by MACSAC are required to go through our application process (see enclosed). Please
note that this year's application deadline is November 15, 2007. No late applications will be
considered.

Please contact us if you have questions or would like more information. Thanks again for your time,
interest and all that you do to help feed Wisconsin local, healthy, and sustainably grown food. We
hope you'll join us!

Sincerely,
Erin Schneider Chris McGuire
MACSAC Coordinator MACSAC New Grower Committee Chair

608-226-0300
info@macsac.orqg




Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition

2008 INFORMATION FOR NEW GROWERS

MACSAC invites any grower, including non-CSA farms and farms producing non-vegetable
items, to join the MACSAC community by sending along farm name, address, phone number
and email to the address above. CSA growers wishing to be formally endorsed by MACSAC
are required to go through our application process. This year's application deadline is
November 15, 2007. No late applications will be considered.

Farmsthat are formally endorsed by MACSAC enjoy the

following benefits:

» Listing in the annual CSA Farm Directory
Distributed through Sustainable Times newspaper to over 21,000 Wisconsin
households

« Table at the annual Madison CSA Open House
Attended each year by over 900 people and publicized in statewide media
including the Wisconsin State Journal and Capital Times

» Listing on the MACSAC website
Receives over 270,000 hits each year. http://www.macsac.org.

« Financial assistance for low-income households
The Partner Shares program subsidizes 50% of the cost of you share for low-
income households. (Eligibility after one full season in the Coalition)

« Offer your members $100-$200 cash back
Through Physicians' Plus Insurance Corporation® Eat Healthy Rebate, Unity
Health Insurance, Health First Program and Group Health Coopeartive® Well
Pass Programs that promotes MACSAC farms to over 120,000 subscribers.

» Farmer-to-farmer mentorship and support
Grower gatherings, Grower Mentorship program, communication with other CSA
growers, and opportunities for bulk supplies purchasing

« Member services by MACSAC staff
Who respond to thousands of general emails and calls each year, administer the
partner shares program, fundraise and promote MACSCA and CSA and guide
potential members through choosing farms.
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Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition

2008 INFORMATION FOR NEW GROWERS

All farmsthat apply and are accepted to be formally promoted by

M ACSAC agree to:

* Actively participate in at least one MACSAC committee (FInance, New
Grower committee, Foodbook committee, Land Trust Committee, Grower
gathering coordinators) or the Board of Directors

* Attend the annual meeting in person or by proxy

 Communicate information about MACSAC programs to their farm
members including the Partner Shares fund for low-income households,
Health Insurance rebates, A-Z Foodbook, and MACSAC events

* Provide MACSAC with annual information regarding acreage, number of
members, share prices, etc

* Provide members with the opportunity to make donations to the
Partner Shares Fund or a farm specific low-income assistance fund

* Pay the annual membership fee, $20-$50

Timeline

1. Fill out and hand in the enclosed application by November 15. No late
applications will be accepted due to the printing deadlines for our farm list.

. MACSAC New Grower Committee reviews the application and sets up
a meeting with new farmers to review questionnaire, explain how the
coalition works for farms, and answer any questions.

. New Grower Committee makes a recommendation to the MACSAC
board whether to formally represent applicant farm for the coming season.

4. Farm is notified of decision by January 31, 2008.

Page 2

MACSAC * PO Box 7814* Madison, Wl 53707%781460822603033info@mnacsac.org



Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture Coalition
2008 INFORMATION FOR NEW GROWERS
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Madison Area Commumty Supported Agriculture Coalition

2008 New Grower Guidelines

These guidelines are designed to assist MACSAC® New Grower Committee in
evaluating farms applying to be formally promoted by the coalition. These are not
rigid criteria but provide guidelines to allow us to get to know your farm and identify

how MACSAC can be of most assistance.

Secure Land & Adequate Infrastructure
o Either own land or have rental agreement in place offering some assurance of ability to continue growing on
that land.
o Appropriate level of mechanization for amount of acreage in production
o Provision for irrigating crops in dry weather
o Provision for cooling crops when harvested and cool storage until delivery

Farm Production and Management Experience
0 MACSAC strongly encourages those with limited growing experience to work toward developing a CSA by
selling at a farmers@market or to other markets prior to making commitments to CSA members]
o Ideally a minimum of two seasons growing/farming experience (including internships/farm employment)
o Ideally at least 1 year with primary responsibility for all or significant portion of a farm operation
o Adequate labor capacity given size of operation

Utilize Organic Farming Practices
o Currently, MACSAC does not require organic certification but does require growers follow organic practices as
defined by the USDA
o Demonstrated knowledge of USDA Organic Standards
o Demonstrated knowledge of soil building techniques and organic pest control
o Demonstrated plan for weed control

Marketing Experience
o Experience communicating/selling food directly to people, stores, restaurants, or others.

Understanding of CSA and CSA Experience
o Demonstrated understanding of CSA basics, preferably experience growing with the model.
o Provisions for diversity of items to be provided in share, marketing plan, methods for communication with
members, & member involvement.
o Brochure or other publication that clearly communicates an agreement with member including number of
weeks of CSA pickup location, price, payments due.

Agreement to participate in the Coalition
0 Actively participate in at least one MACSAC committee
Attend the annual meeting in person or by proxy.
Communicate information about MACSAC programs to their farm members
Provide MACSAC with annual farm information

0
0
0
o Pay the annual membership fee, $20-$50.
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